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Dear Parents,
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: C:\Users\jcox\Downloads\els.jfif]
On Wednesday three of our year 4 children attended the Education Resource Library to train as a librarian.  The children represented our school well and Mrs Cox was proud of their engagement and questions.  The children will be holding a meeting next week to make an action plan for how to develop the resources and use of our own school library.  Please have a look on our Twitter page to see the events from the day.
Start of the day
This week we have been focusing on ‘ready to learn’ at the start of the day.  A member of staff has been available in the Key Stage 2 corridor at 8.45am to support children in gathering their equipment and quickly entering the classroom.  This week has seen a positive response and classes have been settled and engaged in learning by 9am.  Please can we remind you that although our gates remain open until 9am, the school day starts at 8.50am for Key Stage 2 and 8.55am for EYFS and Key Stage 1.  We would also ask for your support in checking objects the children are bringing to school in their bags.  Unless teachers have given consent the children should not be bring cuddly toys, extra footballs, toys etc.

Morning snack
Toast time in Key Stage 2 and the fruit provided by the government for Key Stage 1 ensures that the children have a chance to recharge their batteries mid-morning.  If your child is bringing their own snack to school this should be a healthy snack.  Crisps and a chocolate wafer biscuit are permitted in lunch boxes but not at break times.  We are a nut-free school so please check the ingredients in snack bars.

Earthquake 
It has a very sad week watching the news develop regarding the earthquake and its impact on the people of Turkey and Syria.  As a school we often ask for your support at such times and next Friday we plan to have an own clothes day where the children will be invited to wear red to symbolise both flags.  We will ask for a minimum donation of £1 towards the earthquake appeal. 


Teacher Training
As you may be aware, there is a recruitment and retention problem at present in the Education Sector. Teaching has its challenges but also has many rewards. Please see the attached for further information of routes into the sector.


Holiday Clubs for Children with SEND
Please find information and application form attached for the delivery of the Holiday Activity and Food Programme for children with SEND. Applications close on Wednesday 1st March 2023.


[bookmark: _MON_1737446683]   
Have a lovely weekend.
Mrs Lyon & Mrs Cox
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Holiday Activity Clubs with food provision for Children with SEND



Application Form 



This application form must not be altered in any way. We will not accept applications that are not made using this form.

Please complete this questionnaire and return it electronically, together with scanned electronic copies of supporting documents i.e. policies and procedures, to the email address 

sarah.mcgrady@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 

Please note successful applications will be informed week commencing the 6th March 2023 


Please note that completed application forms and any attachments (including discs or USB sticks etc) are non-returnable.



		Name of your organisation:



















Area that you are planning to deliver in:  









		Address of organisation:

Daytime telephone number:







E-mail address:







		Contact address (if different):

Name of contact person and position within the organisation:









		What is your registered 
group/charity/company number if applicable?







		When did your organisation start?







Does your organisation work with children with SEND, if so, how many
do you currently regularly work with? 





		What are the main activities of your organisation, please explain how you can support children identified as having SEN, please detail any specialisms with your organisation that meets the specific needs of children and young people an identified as having a SEND



























		What age range of service will you offer HAF provision to?



		Proposed delivery 

Please give us detail of the provision you plan to deliver and in which area of Cheshire West and Chester you intend to deliver these sessions 

Please tell us how disadvantaged children with SEND will benefit from these sessions

in particular but not limited to:

· What is your proposed offer?

· How many sessions?

· Age range of attendees?

· How many attendees to each session?

· How will you ensure numbers are achieved?

· How much are you applying for? 

· What will this be spent on?

· Any funding already in place to support the project? 

· What food will be supplied?












		Please tell us all locations of all premises, names, and addresses that you intend to deliver services from along with a brief overview of the facilities at each location?





















		Please confirm that all your staff understand their roles and responsibilities in relation to safeguarding children and are trained commensurate to their roles and responsibilities, please detail how this will be achieved and monitored (you are required to provide your safeguarding, health and safety policy and procedure with this application)







		Please tell us how you intend to collate feedback from families who access the HAF provision during the Easter Holiday?



		You will be required to submit data at the end of delivery detailing specific information as defined by the DfE, please confirm that you will submit as required, highlight any possible issues preventing submission in this section, please provide contact name, email, telephone number for the person/s responsible for this work









 



		

[bookmark: _Hlk126154086]In addition: Your response will not inform the decision to award HAF funding 



As an information gathering exercise would your organisation consider offering extended afterschool or holiday club/childcare provision to families that are able to pay for this, it would be for children and young people with additional needs (SEND) we are keen to explore if providers would be interested in offering services outside of the HAF offer and wish to gain your views on this 

























		Declaration:

I declare in signing this form, that the funding requested has not already been granted from anywhere else, if funding is granted from another source for the same provision outlined in this bid, I will inform the commissioning and contracts team at Cheshire West and Chester Council, should funding that is awarded not be spent then Cheshire West and Chester Council have the right to recover this, failure to comply in delivery of provision and return of data submission could delay or prevent payment 

Signature of person submitting the form:   







Date:
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Holiday Activity Clubs (HAF) for Children with Special Educations Needs and Disabilities (SEND)

Closing date: Wednesday 1st March 2023







Background Information 



Cheshire West and Chester Council are pleased to announce that the Holiday Activities and Food programme (HAF), which has provided healthy food and enriching activities to disadvantaged children since 2018, will continue across the borough in 2023. 



The programme will cover the Easter, Summer, and Christmas holidays in 2023 and as well as the general offer we will also have additional support for children and young people identified as having special educational needs and disabilities. 



The Holiday Activities and Food Programme enables children to access healthy food and take part in fun activities over the school holiday periods. The programme is funded by the Department for Education (DfE). 



The funding from the DfE has come directly to Local Authorities for 2023 delivery and will cover the provision of free holiday places and the coordination of the programme locally. The aim of the programme is to make free places available to children with an identified SEND (special educational need and disability) for the equivalent of at least 4 hours a day, 4 days a week, 6 weeks a year. The funding should cover the school holidays that take place during Easter, Summer and Winter (Christmas)



Cheshire West and Chester Council is seeking providers to deliver elements of the programme, specifically provision for SEND children and young people.  



Minimum standards and delivery of provision



The DfE have minimum standards that need to be considered. They wish for children attending clubs to: 

· Eat more healthily and active

· Create Independence

· Take part in engaging and enriching activities 

· Be safe and not isolated 

· Have greater knowledge of health and nutrition 

· Be more engaged with school and other services 

· Have greater knowledge and awareness of holiday club provision











Provision must be delivered locally 



· Grants can be awarded to enhance existing provision 

· Where paid provision is in place the fund can provide an agreed number of additional places for eligible young people

· For SEND provision it is preferred that free school meal children and young people attend places aren’t restricted to this group 

· Groups must have a signed consent form for each child attending the provision

· Groups must record ALL daily attendance data on the data sheet provided 

· Once an award is agreed, compulsory HAF basic training must be completed prior to any funds being issued for new providers of HAF delivery

· Once delivery has been completed a short project evaluation must be completed and family feedback collated and provided 





Provision must include



· Physical activity – This can range from yoga, forest school, treasure hunts, as well as adventure activities and more common activities such as football, dance activities that can be adapted to meet the needs of the children and young people attending

· Wellbeing activity – Arts and crafts, music playing or making, playdough, storytelling, drama etc, learning both indoors and outdoors

· Nutritious meal - must be included as part of the offer.  Please note that all meals must meet the food school standards

· Nutritional Education – this does not need to be formal, it could as simple as trying new foods, growing vegetables, understanding colour codes on cereal boxes, healthy food packs for families to try at home, we seek family engagement in this area wherever possible and welcome family cooking sessions



What can and cannot be funded



The DfE have stipulated what can and cannot be funded through the HAF fund



What can be funded:

· Additional staff hours  

· Basic equipment (max £1,500)  

· Resources such as art and craft materials 

· Nutritious Food  

· Activity instructors  

· Room hire  

· Transport  

· Relevant training for staff 

· Awards and badges for children 

· Residential activity for youth groups where benefits are clearly identified





What cannot be funded



· existing provision (only new or expansion to core offer) 

· provision that does not target children and young people who meet the criteria. 

· projects that do not bring benefits to our local communities 

· political objectives 



Cheshire West and Chester Council are inviting applications for this funding that is specifically aimed at children and young people identified as having SEND (special educational needs and disabilities) the successful applicants will be funded to deliver during the Easter holidays of which are from Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th April 2023

Providers are asked to provide 

· Face to Face - delivery for a minimum of 4 hours each day over the 2-week Easter holidays

Please ensure your application details who your offer is aimed at, to what level of support you can give to the children and young people attending, please detail if you can provide specialised services such as 121 support and/or personal care, also please detail if the child or young person can attend without the need for a parent/carer supervision

Consideration will be given to submissions that meet the needs to the children and young people attending with the allocation of heathy food at each session. We are keen to create as wide a borough coverage as possible and ask that providers are varied and innovative in their applications to ensure all the children and young people attending are fulfilled and benefit from new experiences at the sessions

Within the application there is an additional question as detailed, your response would be welcome and will not form part of the decision making for HAF funding  

As an information gathering exercise would your organisation consider offering extended afterschool or holiday club/childcare provision to families that are able to pay for this, it would be for children and young people with additional needs (SEND) we are keen to explore if providers would be interested in offering services outside of the HAF offer and wish to gain your views on this 
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