At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they

feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

Google Stadia marks the tech giant’s first proper foray into the world of video games. Not
6 6 strictly competing directly with the already established household names of PlayStation,

Xbox and Nintendo Switch, Stadia has something else to offer; online streaming. In a
nutshell, Stadia beams its catalogue of video games directly into your house via wi-fi, +
allowing you to play on compatible mobiles, tablets, computers and televisions with console
quality. The technology opens up a whole new world of accessibility for those who don’t Contentis generally

want to commit to the console cycle, but the risks of online gaming remain ever present. e orages13
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As with any other device that uses accounts and passwords REQ a '..' o ., 3 e a .. = 0 whicl ." a S .: ema o .
that you carry in your pocket, Google Stadia is only as safe as different fa embe ou may also need to download the
your child is. If somebody has access to their mobile and their e eyo dwa op ase a new game srGlElE EanEa e o e e A 1o e e eEeR e e
apps, they have access to personal accounts and could use o adia.co omeca aorios,a’p ase = = . = -

that to obtain sensitive information or undertake

fraudulent activity.
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GO THROUGH THE SET-UP SET GAMEPLAY LIMITS CHANGE FRIENDS & PRIVACY
PROCESS TOG ETH ER Google allows parents to set up various gameplay CONTROLS

limits to help make sure their child is playing games

In order to set up a Stadia account for your safely and in a healthy manner. This includes the Parents can also control who can search

child, you must be registered as the Head of ability to set limits on the game content they can for and send their child a friend request

Household or Family Manager in your Google —1, access, as well as their ability to connect with other on Stadia based on their username.

family group. From here you'llbe able to players. Content restrictions can be based on game This can be done from the ‘Friends and .B
manage their privacy and security settings, as . ratings so that your child can only access games at Privacy’setting. From here you can

well as their subscriptions. It's a good idea to do the rating you choose and below. Those rated higher choose the options‘No one; ‘Friends

this set up together so you can talk through _ will not be visible. You can also choose if you want and their friends’ or ‘Al players.

things as you do them, making it clear what your child to be able to play multiplayer games or

they can and can't do whilst online. voice chat with other players online. .B

HAVE OPEN DISCUSSIONS FAMILIARISE YOURSELF WITH USE THE FAMILY LINK APP
WITH YOUR CHILD HOW GOOGLE STADIA WORKS

As well as the safety settings on the Stadia app and

It's always important to try and discuss online Video game streaming is a relatively new the v_vebsn_e, youar ac{d additional sgcur[ty and
safety with your child. Try to talk about boundaries technology, and can be a little daunting to quality of ife features via Google Family Link. The
on whatis and isn't acceptable when they are understand, especially with all the apps involved. app (as'refomm?nded !Jy Google? Iet§ you protect .
playing with others online and to avoid The best way to understand it though, as yourchilds !nob|le “eY"e byllockingiitaftera certain
talking to strangers. It’s also worth talking always, is to give it a try yourself. The more amoun.t of't|me, bIOCk':g unwan'ied aﬁps i
to your children about the dangers of you understand, the more you're going managing in-app purchases. EmpiEE
account sharing and protecting their to be able to guide your children fognfiatlons al!owsyou rr‘uch L <,>ver your
personal details and online privacy, through the technology, ensuring you (h'lc! Seeeanilg, |nc|uc'||ng iz Ior!g i

both get the best out of it while playing games for, especially on Stadia.

remaining safe.

especially if they're encouraged to
share anything with friends they've
made through gaming online.

BLOCK INAPPROPRIATE GAMES Q
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D Once you have your account up and connected to a smartphone, you $ WU

can access the “Family” option through the settings located on the top right of
o i v the app. This allows parents and carers to monitor and control which games are 9
2 being purchased on any given connected account, making sure their children =
AD aren’t experiencing any inappropriate content from a gameplay perspective. If
A e

you think a game might be unsuitable, simply don‘t allow it to be bought.
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